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Cincinnati Center of Excellence in
Intestinal Rehabilitation

Intestinal
Rehabilitation
Center

Surgical Director
Paul W. Wales, MD, MSc

Medical Director
Conrad R Cole, MD, MPH

Director of Clinical Translation,
Center for Stem Cell &
Organoid Medicine (CuSTOM)
Michael Helmrath, MD, MSc

Medical Director, Intestinal
Transplantation
Samuel A. Kocoshis, MD

Associate Medical Director,
Intestinal Rehabilitation Center
Stephanie Oliveira, MD

Associate Medical Director,
Intestinal Transplantation
Monique Goldschmidt, MD

Advanced Practice Nurses
Marilyn Stoops, APRN-CPNP
Julie Schletker, APRN_CPNP

Registered Dietitians
Kathryn Hitchcock, RD
Emily Romantic, RD
Jackie Wessel, RD

Program Coordinator
Ashley Butt

December 13, 2024

To Whom It May Concern,
Re: Chaim Segev [DOB: 10/27/2020]

Chaim Segev is a 4yM with intestinal failure secondary to Hirschsprung’s disease.
He had initial surgery and bowel resection in Israel where he was left with a high
output jejunostomy. He was transferred to CCHMC for further care where we
determined he had partial obstruction of the stoma. On 8/30/22 Dr. Helmrath and
myself performed surgery where we obtained colon biopsies to determine the
level of ganglia. This was found to be at the level of the splenic flexure. We then
relieved the jejunostomy obstruction and performed a jejuno-colonic side-to-side
patch anastomosis using 7 cm of colon and positioned 5 cm from the distal
jejunum and created a new ostomy in the left lower quadrant. We mobilized the
colonic patch blood supply and set things up to allow subsequent pull through
surgery in the future to reestablish bowel continuity. He eventually returned to
Israel and has received management locally. We have discussed Chaim’s care with
the local team at Schneider’s hospital several times — most recently over the last
couple of months. The discussion has centered on the fact that due to Chaim’s
complex anatomy future surgery will need to be performed in Cincinnati. Chaim
has recently developed obstructive symptoms and there is a feeling that he will
require more urgent surgical intervention. The local surgical team is planning to
operate and likely resect the colo-jejunal patch that we created in 2022 and leave
him with a permanent stoma. It is our opinion that such a decision would not be in
the best interests of Chaim and would likely jeopardize his gut’s absorptive
capacity and risk his ability to be enterally autonomous and free of parenteral
nutrition. As a result, we strongly recom mend that Chaim be transferred to
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital for further surgical management.

The Intestinal Rehabilitation Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital offers a
multidisciplinary team including surgeons, neonatologists, gastroenterologists,
dietitians, advanced practice nurses and allied health such as speech, occupational
and physical therapy and social workers. It offers a collaborative and
comprehensive approach to the management of patients with complex intestinal
anatomy and intestinal failure.

Some of the program specific care offered here that is not available at other
facilities includes an integrated programmatic approach that combines both
medical and surgical management of complex intestinal failure patients led by
surgeons with a combined experience of over 50 years.

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

3333 Burnet Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45229-3039 | 513-636-4200 | www.cincinnatichildrens.org
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Access to our Nurse Practitioners specifically trained to care for complex nutritional
management both while in the hospital and when discharged home is essential to these
patients that typically require prolonged care over many years and some for a lifetime.
With this paradigm from our multidisciplinary team, we closely monitor progress and
identify and manage many significant co-morbidities associated with intestinal failure
mitigating many of the life-threatening complications seen in this population of patients.
Therefore, the care provided goes well beyond the initial hospitalization.

Our team again agrees that Chaim Segev would benefit from transfer to CCHMC for
evaluation and management. We would also appreciate a prompt and favorable
response to start the care for this child immediately.

Sincerely,
M{/\QM A Oz
Paul W. Wales, MD Michael Helmrath, MD

Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center
3333 Bumet Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45229-3039 | 513-636-4200 | www.cincinnatichildrens.org
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