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Fever in a patient with impaired splenic function is a warning sign for possible sepsis

and should be treated as a medical emergency.



A-splenic and functionally hypo-splenic patients are at risk for severe and
overwhelming infections with encapsulated bacteria. Infection with these pathogens

can be rapidly fatal and immediate empiric antibiotic administration is critical to care.
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Post-splenectomy infections are potentially severe with overwhelming sepsis.
This demands prompt antibiotic management with third-generation cephalosporins for

any post-splenectomy fever. (Buseie R et al. J Vis Surg 2016;153:277-86)
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